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Synopsis

The obstacles to discovery - the illusions of knowledge -are also part of the story. Boorstin captures
the illusions about the past - the earth before Columbus and Balboa, Magellan and Captain Cook,
about the heavens before Copernicus and Galileo, about the human body before Paracelsus and
Harvey, plants before Linnaeus, the past before Petrarch, wealth before Adam Smith, the physical
world before Newton, Dalton, Faraday and Einstein. He asks unfamiliar questions: Why didn’t the
Chinese "discover’ Europe or America? Why did people take so long to learn that the earth goes
around the sun? All In one great chronological extravaganza. 'A ravishing book...with a verve, an
audacity and a grasp of every sort of knowledge that is outrageous and wonderful...l can’t think of
any other living writer who could have attempted, let alone accomplished it’ Alistair Cooke. 'An
adventure story...great good fun to read’ New York Times Book Review. 'A grand and exhilarating
voyage, a bold attempt to circumnavigate the intellectual globe’ The Philadelphia Inquirer. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

A truly wonderful book. One that should be used as a textbook in History in high school. Easily
readable, it takes the reader on a voyage of far reaching proportions. What is it that makes this book
so pleasurable and instructive? A fresh approach to the evolution of knowledge and science as
experienced historically by the pioneers. The exploration in retrospective of the discovery of the
concept of time and the clock, the compass, the telescope, the microscope and the evolutionary

description of the knowledge that mankind acquired through these instruments and the bold steps of



the pioneers that wondered around the seas, the cosmos, the mind, etc.. Why is it that modern
culture, the different cultures and science are the way they are ? You will find a lot of answers about
how this came to happen in the book by the former Librarian of Congress and senior historian of the
Smithsonian Institution.After | read this book, the promise made in the Washington Post Book
World's review to it, | found fulfilled: "few indeed will be the readers who do not themselves become
discoverers....." This book is one of the most outstanding discoveries that | made in my quest for

knowledge. You must not overlook it.

Daniel Boorstin’s Discoverers is a delight to read. lts sweeping theme is humanity’s discovery of the
natural and social world we inhabit. There are major sections that deal with the discovery of the
calendar and the invention of the clock; the geographical discoveries of the 15th to 18th centuries;
the natural world of astronomy, physics, chemistry and biology; and the social world of
historiography and economics. An approach of this sort can’t help but be anecdotal which might
offend the sensibilities of many professional historians. Yet, for educated laymen (and those
historians who recognize the importance of well written synthesis and popularization) the anecdotes
are valuable illustrations of his theme-- and great fun to read. | learned much from this book: details
of the lives and work of such luminaries and Isaac Newton, Christopher Columbus and Adam Smith;
also of the lives of lesser known discoverers such as Aldus Manutius, Amerigo Vespucci and the
Chinese explorer Cheng Ho. His bibliographic essay at the end is an excellent resource for further

reading. | look forward to reading The Creators and The Seekers, the next two books in the trilogy.

| was moved to write this as | learned of Daniel Boorstin’s death. While he is gone, his book, "The
Discoverers" will be with us for many years as a classic.| have been in both multi-national and
venture environments for thirty years, bringing pioneering advanced medical technologies to the
global marketplace. When | stumbled onto "The Discoverers" in 1987, | could not put it down. This is
a must book for anyone involved in the process of discovery.Boorstin clearly shows that discovery is
the adventure of discovering a fundamental truth... While the earth has always been round and
bacteria have been here longer than mankind, our understanding of fundamental 'truths’ like these
took years to discover. Money, prestige, power, suppressed independent thinking, and laziness all
combined to create a 'group think,” a status quo, that was difficult to change. Boorstin shows how
‘group think’ worked against the acceptance of new ideas, and the eventual discovery of truth.
Those who are involved in discovery will recognize that these same obstacles stand in our way

today.l have purchased 50+ copies since | bought my first copy. | have given them as gifts to others



who have dedicated their lives as entreprenuers, scientists, and/or venture capitalists in an effort to

creating a better world. This is a book that tells their story and why they must not give up.

| was very lucky to have Daniel Boorstin’s "The Discoverers" assigned as a textbook for an
undergraduate class | took back in the spring of 1988 on European Expansion and Colonization
from 1450-1750. Ordinarily, history textbooks are a bit dry. | enjoyed reading them enough to end up
only one class short of a double major in History, but this one stood out head and shoulders above
the rest.For a change, the text completely held my attention. Instead of only reading the assigned
portions, | read the entire book. Upon discussing this with my classmates, | learned that each of
them had done the same.Perhaps my memory is tainted because this was an overall fun class
where we studied actual sailable scale models of caravels built using the actual techniques of the
time. But, | recently finished re-reading the book and it was just as much fun the eighth or ninth time
around. I've read it so many times that I've lost count.The two sections that I've always found
riveting are the discovery of longitude and Captain Cook muddling around Antarctica. This book is
just wonderful. | only wish that the sequel, "The Creators", was just as good. | found that one to be a

bit rambling.

The Discoverersl read Daniel Boorstin’s excellent several history books ages ago (Discoverers,
Seekers, Creators, Americans) and The Discoverers was my clear favorite. But | gave my copies
away. When my grandkids got to the age | could give them copies (which | did, in paperback), |
decided to re-read it, so bought the Kindle edition.lt is absolutely RIDDLED with typographical and
transcription errors!! Misspellings, transposed numbers, incorrect verb tenses - dozens and dozens
of them! And, given that | FOUND those, it makes me wonder how many more | did NOT catch!This
is the first time I've been so completely disappointed with a Kindle book - but the disappointment is

total. | really wasted my money on this one!
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